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San Diego, July 30th 2011 - The “Brazilian Day San Diego 2011”, the greatest Brazilian Independence Day celebration of West Coast will take place on Garnet St, in Pacific Beach, September 18th, Sunday, from 11am to 7pm. www.BrazilDaySanDiego.com
What: 2011 Brazilian Day San Diego: Cultural Festival, live music, dance and Growing Greener Parade

When: Sun Sept 18th from 11am to 7pm

Where: On Garnet Street (1 block from the beach) in Pacific Beach, San Diego

Cost: Free for the public in general

For Brazilians living abroad, the first weeks of September are marked with serious celebratory preparations.  The thousands of Brazilians that now call the US home find themselves pulling from their closets soccer jerseys or any of their party clothes with the signature green, yellow, emerald blue and white of the Brazilian flag.  For parties and parades they will paint their faces or hang flags on their cars.  New York City heralds the largest Brazilian Day Festival in the United States with over a million people traveling to the city to watch the parade on the streets.  The Brazil fever has spread to other cities and celebrations in September can now be found in Miami, Boston, Los Angeles and San Diego and internationally in London, Tokyo and Toronto.
“Brazil Day San Diego”, was born on the streets of Pacific Beach, the inspiration of Capoeira Master Paulo Batuta in 2008 with much fanfare. The event in whole reflects their vision, more than a simple celebration of the country’s Independence, it represents the synergy of  the whole San Diego Brazilian, Latino community showing gratitude for a culture and spirit that has no boundaries. This year it will be held on September 18th out of respect for the countries loss of September 11th.  From 11am to 7pm on September 18, Pacific Beach will be the host to throngs of brightly colored dancers, musicians, capoeiristas, (Brazilian Martial Artists) and hundreds of spirited parade participants spreading the message of, “Growing Greener”. Floats will be constructed from recycled and sustainable elements and the cars that will be pulling the floats will be running on bio-fuels, veggie oil or will be electric and hybrid vehicles.  The parade kicks off at 3pm and those interested in joining in the revelry with a costume should go to the website www.braziliandaysandiego.com to find out how to participate.

This event is family friendly and, “Free fun under the sun”.  There will be children’s activities, cultural and community booths,  Brazilian and International cuisine on Cass St. and  two live entertainment stages.  The first new “Latin Explosion” stage will showcase local Latin musicians and dancers performing Salsa, Cumbia, Bachata and Merengue styles. The “Aquarela Do Brasil” main stage will focus on performers especially invited from Brazil joined by Brazilian Music, Dance and Cultural performers living in the United States who claim Brazilians and Non-Brazilians among their ranks. 

A partial line up of artists includes singers Pepeu Gomes (Rio de Janeiro), Tonho Materia (from Bahia and former singer of group Olodum), Andre Rio (from Recife), Brothers of Brazil (Sao Paulo) Mariano Silva & Prakantar Band and the dance group Hip Brazil (Santa Barbara); Dance group Sambaxe, CaribelinQ and Tropicaleiza (San Francisco); Singer GuFidelis, L.A. Samba School, and dance groups Raiz Brazil and Gisella Sambista & Master Amen and Capoeira Batuque (Los Angeles); and Sininho Samba Show, LIL Brazil Family, Sol e Mar Samba School and Super Sonics Samba School (San Diego); and also groups of Maracatu and Capoeira from Arizona and Nevada.


